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"You must have some vision for
your life. Even if you don't

know the plan, you have to
have a direction in which you

choose to go." 
—Oprah





Take more academic classes than required. University
admissions departments generally recommend an
additional year of math (ideally getting to the highest
level of math—Calculus), laboratory science, and
foreign language.
Take the most challenging classes available. Students
should ask to be placed in honors or Advanced
Placement (AP) classes. AP classes are considered
college-level work and if a student passes the AP
exam, he or she can receive college credit for the
class.

High school students must take and pass all A-G courses
to be eligible for a California state university.
Students must take 15 specific classes and pass them
with a grade of C or better.

 A-G requirements are just the minimum bar.
Students should go beyond A-G to be truly ready and
competitive for college.

It’s really important to keep in mind that these are
minimum standards. To get into more competitive
schools, students will want to go beyond what’s required:



https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist/institution/888


Convert each letter grade to their respective points
(A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0)
Add up all the grade points.
Divide the total number you added up, by the number
of classes you took.
Note: Honors/AP classes earn an extra G.P.A. point. A=5,
B=4, C=3 but Advanced English 9 does not earn an extra
G.P.A. point. 

How to Calculate your G.P.A.
 





Handle the college planning process.
Find the college where you’ll thrive.
Take a look at your interests and career options.
Make informed choices.
Discover your big future.

You can go to college — BigFuture can help you get there.

Getting ready for college? Count on BigFuture to help out. BigFuture is the College Board’s free college planning tool, designed to support
students like you from your first thoughts about college to your first day on campus. BigFuture will help you:

Each year College Board connects with millions of students, supporting their success and achievement through programs like the
PSAT/NMSQT®, SAT®, and Advanced Placement®, as well as tools and resources like BigFuture. You’ve probably already interacted with one
of our programs, whether you took the PSAT/NMSQT, practiced for the SAT on Khan Academy®, or enrolled in an AP® course. With BigFuture,
you’ll see how these programs and others from College Board can help you get to and succeed in college. We’re here to give all students the
support they need to apply to and enroll in colleges that are their best academic, social, and financial fit.









Finding the Right School
Do you want to live on campus or commute?

Do you want to attend college in a city or small
college town?

In what area of the country would I like to attend
college?

What size college appeals to you?
Small - up 5,000
Medium - 5,000 - 12,000
Large - over 12,000





What are colleges looking for in my application?

GPA
SAT/ACT scores will not be used for
admission or scholarship decisions,
but may be used for placement in
math and English classes.
Performance in and number of
courses beyond minimum A-G
requirements.
UC approved honors courses and
advanced courses (max 8 semester
honors/AP points)
Quality of senior-year program of
study.
Outstanding performance in one or
more academic subject areas

Achievements in special projects
Improvement in academic
performance
Special talents, achievements, and
awards
Extracurricular activity and depth of
involvement.
Leadership positions

Academic Factors Non-Academic Factors



UC Personal Insight Questions
Note:  Select 4 of the 8 prompts and write 350 words maximum for each of the 4 prompts you select

Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively
influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or contributed to group efforts over time.
Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways:  problem
solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few.  Describe how
you express your creative side.
What would you say is your greatest talent or skill?  How have you developed and
demonstrated that talent over time?
Think about an academic subject that inspires you.  Describe how you have furthered
this interest inside and/or outside of the classroom.
What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?



Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they
believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please
share your story.
• The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success.
Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and
what did you learn from the experience?
• Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted
your thinking? What was the outcome?
• Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or
thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?
• Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.
• Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of
time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?
• Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that
responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.

2022-2023 Common App Prompts



Low cost
Small class size
Honors programs
Study abroad opportunities
Vocational + academic exploration
Athletics (chance to play)
Clubs + extracurricular activities
Teachers teach vs. publish



Neighboring states are
actively recruiting
California students
Through WUE, eligible
students can choose from
hundreds of
undergraduate programs
outside their home state,
and pay no more than 150
percent of that
institution’s resident
tuition rate. 



www.princetonreview.com
www.collegeboard.org
www.act.org
www.californiacolleges.edu
www.ucop.edu
www.csumentor.edu
www.cappex.com
www.assist.org
www.collegeprowler.com
www.ecampustours.com
www.ucan-network.org/
www.camputours.com

Researching Colleges







What Is a Test-Optional College?
 

During the pandemic, colleges have
introduced more flexibility and choice into
the admissions process. Many have decided
to adopt a “test-optional” policy regarding
college entrance exams, either temporarily
or permanently. College Board supports
these decisions, especially now.

 
Most colleges still encourage students to
submit their scores when they can, but they
don't require all students to do so in every
instance. For most students who take the
SAT, sending scores will strengthen their
college application.

 
 











Financial Aid
FAFSA - Free Application for Federal Student Aid

(October 1st  - March 2nd for priority consideration

fastweb.com
bigfuture.collegeboard.org
scholarships.com
scholarshipamerica.org
scholly (mobile app)

Scholarship Searches



This scholarship
program is open to all
students and it
doesn't require an
essay, application, or
minimum GPA.
Instead, it rewards
your effort and
initiative. Complete
key steps along your
path to college for
chances to earn
scholarships.





11 Ways to Reduce College Costs

 Consider Dual Enrollment
 Start at a Community College
 Compare housing options
 Choose right meal plan
 Don't buy new textbooks
 Earn money while in school
 Explore all of your financial aid options
 Be responsible with your student loans
 Graduate on time
 Avoid credit cards
 Leave your car at home

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.






